
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, March 20, 2014 

 
Contact: Carrie Vaught  
Director of Membership & Marketing 
(859) 276-2291 
cvaught@toba.org 
 

Statement from the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association, 
National Thoroughbred Racing Association, and  

Racing Medication and Testing Consortium 
 
“The allegations and incidents described in today’s report by The New York Times are very 
disturbing. While we have not been given the opportunity to review most of the documents 
referred to in the story, we will not defend or condone any proven cases of abuse or neglect. The 
attitudes and actions alleged in the story are not representative of the overwhelming majority of 
participants in our sport who care deeply for the horses they own or train and conduct their 
business affairs in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.   
 
“We urge the industry to aggressively pursue the nationwide adoption of uniform therapeutic 
medication rules, penalties and testing reforms. These reforms are already being adopted by the 
majority of major racing jurisdictions and we urge all other states to move quickly to adopt them 
as well. Once implemented nationwide, these reforms will help to ensure a higher degree of 
health and safety for horses and riders and integrity for the sport.” 
 
About TOBA 
The Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association, based in Lexington, Ky., was formed in 
1961 and is a national trade organization of leading Thoroughbred breeders and owners. TOBA’s 
mission is to “improve the economics, integrity and pleasure of the sport on behalf of 
Thoroughbred owners and breeders.” Projects managed by TOBA include the American Graded 
Stakes Committee, Claiming Crown, Ownership Seminars, Ownerview.com and the Sales 
Integrity Program. TOBA provides international representation for U.S. owners and breeders on 
the International Grading and Race Planning Advisory Committee, International Cataloguing 
Standards Committee and International Breeders Federation. Thoroughbred Charities of America 
(TCA) is the charitable arm of TOBA. TOBA is the owner of The Blood-Horse Inc., and is 
represented on the Board of Directors of the National Thoroughbred Racing Association and the 
Racing Medication and Testing Consortium as founding members. 
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